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Just link your tool computer or device to the internet connecting. Obtain the contemporary innovation to
make your downloading and install Dancing In The Streets: A History Of Collective Joy By Barbara
Ehrenreich finished. Even you don't wish to review, you could directly close the book soft file as well as
open Dancing In The Streets: A History Of Collective Joy By Barbara Ehrenreich it later on. You can
additionally quickly obtain guide everywhere, due to the fact that Dancing In The Streets: A History Of
Collective Joy By Barbara Ehrenreich it isin your gizmo. Or when remaining in the office, this Dancing In
The Streets: A History Of Collective Joy By Barbara Ehrenreich is additionally advised to read in your
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From Publishers Weekly

Starred Review. It is atruism that everyone seeks happiness, but public manifestations of it have not always
been free of recrimination. Colonial regimes have defined spectacles as an inherently "primitive" act and
elders harrumph at youthful exultation. Social critic and bestselling author Ehrenreich (Nickel and Dimed)
teases out the many incarnations of sanctioned public revelry, starting with the protofeminist oreibasia, or
Dionysian winter dance, in antiquity, and from there covering trance, ancient mystery cults and carnival,
right up to the rock and roll and sports-related mass celebrations of our own day. "Why is so little left" of
such rituals, she asks, bemoaning the "loss of ecstatic pleasure.” Ehrenreich necessarily delineates the
repressive reactions to such ecstasy by the forces of so-called "civilization,”" reasonably positing that rituals
of joy are nearly as innate as the quest for food and shelter. Complicating Ehrenreich's schemais her own
politicized judgment, dismissing what she sees as the debased celebrations of sporting events while writing
approvingly of the 1960s "happenings' of her own youth and the inevitable street theater that accompanies
any modern mass protest, yet all but ignoring the Burning Man festival in Nevada and tut-tutting ravers
reliance on artificial ecstasy. That aside, Ehrenreich writes with grace and clarity in a fascinating, wide-
ranging and generous account. (Jan. 10)

Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

From Booklist

At atime when social scientists are lamenting the loss of a sense of community, Ehrenreich offers an
absorbing look at the joy of life expressed in communal rituals of dance and celebration. From cave drawings
through the celebrations of weddings, religious rites, healing, and war preparations of various cultures to
modern "carnivalization" of sports celebrations, she traces the appeal of synchronizing individual movements
to a group. Western culture, with little understanding of the ecstasy of love expressed in group celebrations,
has looked on such celebrations as primitive hysterics and banned them among African slaves, Native
Americans, and other cultures. But Ehrenreich details a long history of such celebrations in European
cultures, from the festivals of Dionysus to those of medieval Christians. She also explores other cultures
reactions to dance celebrations they viewed as somehow socially or spiritually subversive, whether it's
Protestants banning carnivals or Wahhabist Muslims frowning on ecstatic Sufism. Given the social nature of
humans, Ehrenreich is optimistic that the drive to "civilize" will never fully eliminate the impulse for group



celebration. Vanessa Bush
Copyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved

Review

"A fabulous book on carnival and ecstasy, skillfully arranged and brilliantly explained."--Robert Farris
Thompson, author of Tango: The Art History of Love "Barbara Ehrenreich shows how and why people
cel ebrate together, and equally what causes us to fear celebration. Here isthe other side of ritual, whose dark
side she explored in Blood Rites. She ranges in time from the earliest festivals drawn on cave walls to
modern football crowds; she finds that festivities and ecstatic rituals have been away to address persond ills
like melancholy and shame, social ills as extreme as those faced by American slaves. Dancing in the Streets
isitself a celebration of language -- clear, funny, unpredictable. Thisis atruly original book."--Richard
Sennett, author of The Culture of the New Capitalism "A fabulous book on carnival and ecstasy, skillfully
arranged and brilliantly explained."--Robert Farris Thompson, author of Tango: The Art History of Love
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From the bestselling social commentator and cultural historian, a fascinating exploration of one of
humanity's oldest traditions: the celebration of communal joy

In the acclaimed Blood Rites, Barbara Ehrenreich delved into the origins of our species attraction to war.
Here, she explores the opposite impulse, one that has been so effectively suppressed that we lack even aterm
for it: the desire for collective joy, historically expressed in ecstatic revels of feasting, costuming, and
dancing.

Ehrenreich uncovers the origins of communal celebration in human biology and culture. Although sixteenth-
century Europeans viewed mass festivities as foreign and "savage,” Ehrenreich shows that they were
indigenous to the West, from the ancient Greeks worship of Dionysus to the medieval practice of
Christianity as a "danced religion.” Ultimately, church officials drove the festivities into the streets, the
prelude to widespread reformation: Protestants criminalized carnival, Wahhabist Muslims battled ecstatic
Sufism, European colonizers wiped out native dance rites. The elites' fear that such gatherings would
undermine social hierarchies was justified: the festive tradition inspired French revolutionary crowds and
uprisings from the Caribbean to the American plains. Y et outbreaks of group revelry persist, as Ehrenreich
shows, pointing to the 1960s rock-and-roll rebellion and the more recent "carnivalization" of sports.

Original, exhilarating, and deeply optimistic, Dancing in the Streets concludes that we are innately social
beings, impelled to share our joy and therefore able to envision, even create, a more peaceable future.
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been free of recrimination. Colonial regimes have defined spectacles as an inherently "primitive" act and
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repressive reactions to such ecstasy by the forces of so-called "civilization," reasonably positing that rituals
of joy are nearly as innate as the quest for food and shelter. Complicating Ehrenreich's schema is her own
politicized judgment, dismissing what she sees as the debased celebrations of sporting events while writing



approvingly of the 1960s "happenings' of her own youth and the inevitable street theater that accompanies
any modern mass protest, yet all but ignoring the Burning Man festival in Nevada and tut-tutting ravers
reliance on artificial ecstasy. That aside, Ehrenreich writes with grace and clarity in a fascinating, wide-
ranging and generous account. (Jan. 10)
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At atime when social scientists are lamenting the loss of a sense of community, Ehrenreich offers an
absorbing look at the joy of life expressed in communal rituals of dance and celebration. From cave drawings
through the celebrations of weddings, religious rites, healing, and war preparations of various cultures to
modern "carnivalization" of sports celebrations, she traces the appeal of synchronizing individual movements
to a group. Western culture, with little understanding of the ecstasy of love expressed in group celebrations,
has looked on such celebrations as primitive hysterics and banned them among African slaves, Native
Americans, and other cultures. But Ehrenreich details a long history of such celebrations in European
cultures, from the festivals of Dionysus to those of medieval Christians. She also explores other cultures
reactions to dance celebrations they viewed as somehow socially or spiritually subversive, whether it's
Protestants banning carnivals or Wahhabist Muslims frowning on ecstatic Sufism. Given the social nature of
humans, Ehrenreich is optimistic that the drive to "civilize" will never fully eliminate the impulse for group
celebration. Vanessa Bush
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Review

"A fabulous book on carnival and ecstasy, skillfully arranged and brilliantly explained."--Robert Farris
Thompson, author of Tango: The Art History of Love "Barbara Ehrenreich shows how and why people
celebrate together, and equally what causes us to fear celebration. Hereisthe other side of ritual, whose dark
side she explored in Blood Rites. She ranges in time from the earliest festivals drawn on cave walls to
modern football crowds; she finds that festivities and ecstatic rituals have been away to address personal ills
like melancholy and shame, social ills as extreme as those faced by American slaves. Dancing in the Streets
isitself a celebration of language -- clear, funny, unpredictable. Thisis atruly original book."--Richard
Sennett, author of The Culture of the New Capitalism "A fabulous book on carnival and ecstasy, skillfully
arranged and brilliantly explained."--Robert Farris Thompson, author of Tango: The Art History of Love

Most helpful customer reviews

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful.

Ever heard of Trance Dancing?

By Amazon Customer

Ever heard of Trance Dancing? Sound like fun? You can get together with your friends and try it for
yourself. Yes, thisis awell researched book about the history of "muscular bonding" among small (tribal)
and large (the Roman army)groups and everything in between. This is the history of the "rave"; where it
came from and why it emerged again in the 1960's after centuries of repression. Trance dancing, aka Ecstatic
Dancing is how we love and bond with each other, strengthen our group identity and togetherness; and it's
fun! | enjoyed reading about all the various manifestations of this natural form of human expression. It has
showed up in many forms through the ages and will continue on in one form or another as long as humans
inhabit this planet. Read this history and you will be inspired to give your inner dancer permission to come
out and play much more often. Enjoy.

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful.
A celebration of dancing and a condemnation of the authorities
By SpunStories B.



Barbara Ehrenreich's DANCING IN THE STREETS is both a celebration of dancing and a condemnation of
the authorities who are trying to prevent large groups of people from running amok in the interests of law
and order.

This wonderful book is a potted history of dance, from its roots back in the misty past, through various
ancient civilizations and up through the present day. Ms. Ehrenreich conveys how natural it was to dance and
how thisis aknack that many of us have lost today. People who either live in Northern Europe or can trace
their ancestry from that part of the world have difficulty loosening up enough to dance even for a few
minutes, let dlone for hours or days. And since this somewhat Puritanical attitude has pervaded the world, all
of us suffer from alack of dancing in our lives.

I am in awe of how much research Ms. Ehrenreich has done for this book. Of course, dancing is not just
about dancing. In the ancient past, it was used to cure people of sadness. Since the early Middle Ages, it
seems to have taken on more political overtones, and people who danced often did so for reasons of social
justice. In fact dancing impinged on so many aspects of people'slives from religion (where people danced to
their prayers) to the military, to sports. And what is fascinating is how Ms. Ehrenreich argues that relatively
recently the young men and women of the 50s and 60s who would not sit down in their seats during a rock
concert, were merely reaching back (albeit unconsciously) into a Dionysian past.

For those of you who have often wondered about dancing, and its various social incarnations, this book is for
you. Five stars.

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful.

A salute to partying

By Newton Ooi

For English readers, there have been about 3 famous female authors over the past three decades; Barbara
Tuchman, Doris Kearns Goodwin and Barbara Ehrenreich. The third is the only one of the trio to have not
won a Pulitzer Prize, even though her works are just as good. In this one, she takes a serious look at the
history of partying in Western civilization. Starting with cave art and rock art from the earliest age of
mankind, the author then progresses to Hellenistic times and focuses much on Greek culture and myths.
From there, the book contrasts the Greeks with the Romans, and how the former emphasized communal
participation in their social activities, whereas the latter emphasized social stratification. The former was
built on crowds, whereas the latter demanded audiences, a contrast that the author continues to use
throughout the book. Next, the book examines the rise of Christianity, in particular drawing parallels
between Jesus and Dionyses. This was very insightful. The book also covers modern festivities such as the
modern-day rock concert, American sporting events, and military parades. Overall, this was quite a good
sampling of human activities. Unfortunately, the book did omit or skim over some subjects of potential
interest. For example, she could have compared the atmosphere at professional sporting events with that at
more localized events such as high school football games or Little League baseball games. Or the modern-
day US presidential conventions, or the festivities surrounding Chinese New Y ear in various countries. Of
course al of thiswould only expand the book's length. For what it covered, it was worth the time and effort
toread it.

See all 42 customer reviews...
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Review

"A fabulous book on carnival and ecstasy, skillfully arranged and brilliantly explained."--Robert Farris
Thompson, author of Tango: The Art History of Love "Barbara Ehrenreich shows how and why people
celebrate together, and equally what causes us to fear celebration. Hereis the other side of ritual, whose dark
side she explored in Blood Rites. She ranges in time from the earliest festivals drawn on cave walls to
modern football crowds; she finds that festivities and ecstatic rituals have been away to address personal ills
like melancholy and shame, social ills as extreme as those faced by American slaves. Dancing in the Streets
isitself a celebration of language -- clear, funny, unpredictable. Thisis atruly original book."--Richard
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arranged and brilliantly explained."--Robert Farris Thompson, author of Tango: The Art History of Love
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